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Scotts Bluff County Planning Commission  

Meeting Minutes 

November 13th, 2024 

 

The Scotts Bluff County Planning Commission met on November 13th, 2024, at 6:00 P.M. in the 

Scotts Bluff County Commissioner’s Room, Administration Building (1825 10th Street), Gering, 

Nebraska. 

 

Roll Call: Bill Wineman, Dean Schaneman, Vern Groskopf, Mick Lookabill, Roger Beitel, Seth 

Popp, Jerry Thurman, Terry Schank, Eric Wilcox 

 

Members Present: Bill Wineman, Mick Lookabill, Roger Beitel, Seth Popp, Jerry Thurman and 

Eric Wilcox. 

 

Members Absent: Dean Schaneman, Vern Groskopf and Terry Schank. 

 

Bill Mabin: Building and Zoning Director 

Bobbie Dendy: Building and Zoning Assistant 

 

Notice of the Nebraska Open Meetings Act was made by Eric Wilcox. 

 

Jerry Thurman made the motion to approve September 10th, 2024, minutes as presented.  

Motion was seconded by Seth Popp. 

 

Roll Call: Bill Wineman-aye, Mick Lookabill-aye, Roger Beitel-aye, Seth Popp-aye, Jerry 

Thurman-aye and Eric Wilcox-aye. 

 
Motion carried. 

 

 

Public Hearing - 6:00 PM 

 

1.  Robert & Renee Ford/Tillman Infrastructure 

Conditional Use Permit (Cell Tower) Parcel 010007164 

Section 12, Township 22N, Range 57W 

 

 
 
Bill Mabin began the meeting explaining this Conditional Use Permit (CUP) request is allowed in  
Section 5.102(5) of the Zoning Regulations for “radio and television towers, (and) cellular towers” 
and is consistent with the goals listed in the Comprehensive Zoning Plan. Chairman Wilcox 
opened the Public Hearing. 
 
Curt Walker, 2897 Lake Vista Drive NW, Rochester MN – Representative of Tillman 
Infrastructure and Rob & Renee Ford. Mr. Walker states Tillman Infrastructure has hundreds of 
multi-year nationwide contracts with Verizon.  This location was chosen to be able to provide 
better cell service as the existing coverage capacity is not very good around this location. 
 
The cell tower will be 340 feet to the highest point.  If the tower were to fail, it would collapse in 
on itself in an accordion fashion, falling straight to the ground.  Connection to power will be 
determined by Verizon. He hasn’t applied for an access permit yet, but will be doing so as soon 
as possible. Mabin indicated a culvert would not be required due to the topography of the road. 
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Wilcox asked if anyone had questions or concerns.   
 
Steve Law, 100350 County Rd H, PO Box 21, Mitchell NE – He and his wife live north of the 
proposed location across County Road H, and is a neighbor of Robert Ford.  He asked if Tillman 
Infrastructure would consider moving the tower further south due to the possibility of unknown 
health concerns.   
 
In reply to Mr. Law’s concerns, Walker said that all due diligence has been done in complying  
with all Federal and State regulations.  He stated cell towers have been around since 1983 with 
no evidence of health risks as a result.  There are cell towers on top of water towers, on light and 
power poles, and other municipal structures in every town and city, usually within 200 feet from 
homes. Also, the engineering already been completed for the facility to be located as submitted, 
and would be costly to move the site. Wilcox closed the public hearing. 
 
Bill Mabin introduced a proposed list of conditions of approval for discussion by the board. He 
asked that an agreement for property restoration be drawn up between the parties, and submitted 
before the County Board meeting.  It was noted that there was a redundant item in the list of 
proposed conditions that was inadvertently included and should be removed. 
 
 
Jerry Thurman made the motion to recommend approval of the CUP request to the County 

Board, to include the conditions of approval – minus the redundant item as discussed (pgs 3-4).  

Motion was seconded by Seth Popp. 

 

Roll Call: Bill Wineman-aye, Mick Lookabill-aye, Roger Beitel-aye, Seth Popp-aye, Jerry 

Thurman-aye and Eric Wilcox-aye. 

 
Motion carried. 

 
The item to be forwarded for consideration to the County Commissioners at its meeting on 
December 2nd, 2024, at 4:30 PM. 
 
No Miscellaneous items to discuss at this time. 
 
With no further questions or discussion, Eric Wilcox called the meeting adjourned at 6:18 PM. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Bobbie Dendy 
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pg 2 proposed conditions 
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Other Evidence provided to the Planning Commission before and at the meeting 
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A copy of these materials can be obtained by contacting: 

Bill Mabin 
Scotts Bluff County 
Building & Zoning 
bmabin@scottsbluffcounty.org 

(308) 436-6700 
785 Rundell Road 
Gering,  NE  69341 

 


