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Scotts Bluff County Planning Commission  

Meeting Minutes 

December 10th, 2024 

 

The Scotts Bluff County Planning Commission met on December 10th, 2024, at 6:00 P.M. in the 

Scotts Bluff County Commissioner’s Room, Administration Building (1825 10th Street), Gering, 

Nebraska. 

 

Roll Call: Bill Wineman, Dean Schaneman, Vern Groskopf, Mick Lookabill, Roger Beitel, Seth 

Popp, Jerry Thurman, Terry Schank, Eric Wilcox. 

 

Members Present: Dean Schaneman, Vern Groskopf, Mick Lookabill, Roger Beitel, Seth Popp, 

Jerry Thurman and Eric Wilcox 

 

Members Absent: Bill Wineman and Terry Schank 

 

Bill Mabin: Building and Zoning Director 

Bobbie Dendy: Building and Zoning Assistant 

 

Notice of the Nebraska Open Meetings Act was made by Chairman Eric Wilcox. 

 

Dean Schaneman made the motion to approve November 13th, 2024, minutes as presented.  

The motion was seconded by Roger Beitel. 

 

Roll Call: Dean Schaneman-aye, Vern Groskopf-aye, Mick Lookabill-aye, Roger Beitel-aye, 

Seth Popp-aye, Jerry Thurman-aye and Eric Wilcox-aye. 

 

Motion carried. 

 

 

Public Hearing - 6:00 PM 

 

1. Dave Loos 

Zoning Change (Rural Residential to Agricultural) 

Section 31, Township 23N, Range 55W 

Discuss and consider approval 

 

Dave Loos, 160624 Spring Creek Road, Mitchell, spoke to explain why he would like to add 
the lot B and Ditch Lot C back into the farm ground and change the zoning back to agriculture.  
He would like to be able to stack hay bales in lot B but the neighbors in the sub-division tell him 
he can’t stack hay there.  Lot C, he would like to close the irrigation ditch that hasn’t been used 
for 30 years and head gates that aren’t used any longer and are falling apart.   
 
Vern Groskopf asked if the ditch and head gates are on private land.  Bill Mabin stated the 
ditch was vacated and deeded to Don Loos, father of Mr. Loos. The ditch was then 
subsequently platted as Ditch Lot C at the same time that Lot B was replatted from lots 27-34. 
These lots are part of the H&M subdivision. 
 
Mick Lookabill asked what ditch company had this ditch and the head gates.  Mr. Loos said it’s 
Enterprise Irrigation and they won’t fix them. 
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Eric Wilcox asked how many acres it needs to build a home on the lot.  Bill Mabin stated a new 
subdivision requires 3 acres, but the H&M Subdivision lots are considered existing non-
conforming. 
 
 
Eric Wilcox opened the public hearing. 
 
Matt Haas, 60621 Monique Ave., Mitchell, spoke of his concerns that these lots are zoned as 
a residential subdivision with intent to build and are not agricultural as it’s being used currently.  
He has concerns about the ground water, as cattle has been fed there in previous years. He is 
also concerned about feed trucks or heavy machinery using Monique Avenue. He obtained a 
water well map from the NPNRD. There are five residential wells within close proximity of lot B. 
He fears the wells could be compromised. 
 
Rick Rein, 170240 McCain Rd, Mitchell, He doesn’t know if the 2 acres will make a difference 
to Dave but it makes a huge difference to the subdivision.  Property taxes on these lots went up 
and he understands why Dave wants to do this. He is concerned with the hay storage, and 
wonders why he needs to place it in the subdivision when he has a couple hundred acres to the 
west. He also is concerned about water contamination. 
 
Day (Daylene) Venable, 170430 Sabrina St., Mitchell, Her concerns are about the water. The 
neighbor’s well is 10 feet from the (Mr. Loos’) lot. She is worried if zoned agricultural, you have 
to think about pesticides & fertilizers. Also concerned with the hay stacks and possible mouse 
infestation.  She would like to see a home built on the lot.  They maintain the road with their own 
money and equipment.  The traffic that would come in & out could be a problem with kids 
walking and riding their bikes. 
 
Dan Romisch, 60272 Monique Ave., Mitchell, He lives to the north of the lot.  His concerns 
are the heavy equipment going up and down Monique Avenue. He helps maintain the road for 
the subdivision. Also, when Mr. Loos had cattle on his lot previously, he didn’t maintain the 
electric fences and the neighboring residents had to call the sheriff to help remove the cattle. 
 
Eric Wilcox summarized the main concerns are traffic, property values, hay bales stacked, water 
and cattle. After there were no further comments, Mr. Wilcox closed the public hearing. 
 
The Chairman asked for a motion for recommendation of approval, or to not approve the item 
and be passed on to the County Commissioners. Roger Beitel made the motion to not approve 
the item. The item was seconded by Jerry Thurman. 
 
Roll Call: Dean Schaneman-aye, Vern Groskopf-no, Mick Lookabill-no, Roger Beitel-aye, Seth 

Popp-aye, Jerry Thurman-aye and Eric Wilcox-aye. 

 

Motion carried. 
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Public Hearing - 6:00 PM 

 

2. Amendments to the Scotts Bluff County Zoning Regulations, 

Implementation of Wind Energy Generation Regulations 

Discuss and consider approval 

 
 
Phil Kelly, Attorney at Law, 105 E. 16th St., PO Box 419, Scottsbluff NE also present, has 
been retained by the county to aid in the development and implementation of the new proposed 
Wind Energy regulations. Chairman Wilcox opened the public hearing. 
 
Bill Mabin pointed out that Wind Energy Regulations would be added as a conditional use in 
Section 5.102(27), which is a new item. He also referenced pages 63, 67, and 71 of the Scotts 
Bluff County Comprehensive Zoning Plan as towards preservation and development goals. 
 
Phil Kelly spoke about the recently approved solar energy regulations, and said he simply 
replaced the word “solar” with the word “wind” throughout most of the proposed Wind Energy 
Regulations draft. He pointed out some definitions which were specific to wind energy, including 
Fall Zone, Hub Height, Rotor Diameter, Shadow Flicker, and Total Height, amongst others. 
The class one, two, and three energy conversion systems are also nearly identical to those in 
the solar regulations. 
 
After reviewing the proposed setback requirements of classes one and two, it was discussed if 
the setbacks should be left as is in the proposed draft – specifically as towards the half-mile 
setback from a non-participating existing dwelling, and the setback requirement of two miles 
from State and National Parks. The board decided to keep the setbacks as introduced in the 
draft. It was also agreed to limit the noise level to no more than 50 decibels as measured to the 
closest dwelling unit as proposed. An aggregated chart of Nebraska Counties setbacks and 
decibel levels (pg 11) was used as part of the discussion. 
 
The wind energy structures shall be neutral in color and shall not display advertising, and the 
facility shall minimize and mitigate any interference with communications. The application for a 
wind energy system (classes one and two) shall require a decommissioning plan similar to the 
solar facility requirements. 
 
Reg Preston, 3719 Five Oaks Drive, Scottsbluff, stated he was concerned the half-mile 
setback from non-participating existing dwellings was maybe a little excessive and could infringe 
upon the landowner of the wind development’s rights. 
 
After there were no more comments, the public hearing was closed and a motion was made by 
Mick Lookabill to recommend approval of the Wind Energy Generation Regulations as proposed 
and discussed during the meeting. The motion was seconded by Dean Schaneman. 
 
Motion made by Mick Lookabill to forward to the Scotts Bluff County Commissioners.  Motion seconded 
by Dean Schaneman.   
 

Item 3 – Miscellaneous: none, at this time. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:11 PM 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Bobbie Dendy 
Administrative Assistant 
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Evidence provided to the Planning Commission before and at the meeting 
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ILLINOIS – STATE LAW 
Public R.O.W & Property Lines  1.1 times max blade tip height 
Schools-Churches-daycare, et al 
Non-participating residence  2.1   “ 
 
INDIANA – STATE RECOMMENDATION 
Public R.O.W’s and Easements  1.1 times max blade tip height 
Utility Transmission Line   1.2 times  “ 
Non-participating dwelling  3.0 times “ 
State Park property line   1 mile 
 
IOWA  – Proposed but not approved 
Dwelling/Non-participating property 2.5 times total height or 5,000 feet 
R.O.W’s & Utility lines/Non dwelling 1.1 times total height or 500 feet 
ALSO: Notify owners/operators of EMS comm towers within 5-mile radius 

 
KANSAS  – Proposed but not approved 
Non-participating property  10 times max height or 1-mile  
Residential property or Public bldg 12 times max height or 7,290 feet 
Airport/Wildlife-hunting area/Park 20 times max height or 15,840 feet 
 

MICHIGAN – STATE LAW 
Occupied bldgs/Non-Part residence 2.1 times max blade tip height 
Part residence/Non-part property 1.1   “ 
Transmission lines/R.O.W.’s  1.1   “ 
 
OHIO – LOCAL CONTROL 
Commissioners have authority to designate any unincorporated area 
within jurisdiction as “restricted”, prohibiting new wind or solar facilities in those 
locations. Since passage of the law, several counties have used this authority to 
ban large wind and solar projects. 
 
NEBRASKA – STATE PEREMIT REQUREMENTS 
NDEE –  Stormwater Discharge Permit (NPDES) for over 1-acre 
NE DEPT AERONAUTICS – Any structure exceeding 150 feet 
NE GAME & PARKS – Nebraska Endangered Species Act 
POWER REVIEW BOARD 
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A copy of these materials can be obtained by contacting: 

Bill Mabin 
Scotts Bluff County 
Building & Zoning 
bmabin@scottsbluffcounty.org 

(308) 436-6700 
785 Rundell Road 
Gering,  NE  69341 

 


